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In Memoriam 
 
Dr. NICOLAE ŞURARU 
1924-2009 
 
 
 
 
 
The last couple of years have sadly marked the loss of 
several former faculty members in the Department of Geology 
at “Babeş-Bolyai” University in Cluj Napoca. In January 2009, 
we lost Professor Nicolae Şuraru who was 84 years old. 
Nicolae Şuraru was born at Ghimbav, a small locality near 
Braşov, Romania, in 1924. From 1935 to 1943, he studied at 
the  “I. Meşotă” High School in Braşov. Between 1945 and 
1949 he studied at Cluj University, Faculty of Sciences 
(Natural Sciences section). Being renowned for his expertise in 
geological sciences, he was offered (in 1948) a tutor position 
while still a student. After graduation, he held many academic 
positions that included: assistant (1951), assistant-lecturer 
(1953), lecturer (1969), assistant professor (reader) (1972), and 
Chair of the Department of Geology (Paleontology). The 
vicissitudes of the communist regime prevented him from 
being appointed a full professor. However, the leadership in the 
Faculty of Biology-Geology has corrected this inequity by 
offering him the title of Honorary Professor after his retirement 
in 1989. During his career, Professor Şuraru taught 
Paleontology, Micropaleontology, and Pedology, among other 
coruses. In 1983 he co-authored of a paleontology textbook 
published by the Editura Didactică şi Pedagogică publishing 
house. Moreover, he was the author of several unpublished 
university handbooks, especially in the field of paleontology 
and micropaleontology. In fact, these were his two main fields 
of scientific expertise, covered by more than 50 scientific 
publications on the invertebrate paleontology and foraminifer 
micropaleontology. His studies have significantly contributed 
to a deeper understanding on paleo-faunal associations and to 
the clarification of the stratigraphical relationships within the 
Miocene deposits from Almaşului Valley, Borod Basin, and the 
neighborhoods of Cluj Napoca. Of special paleontological 
importance were the identification and description of new 
species of corals, mollusks, annelid worms, echinoids, 
bryozoans, and mammals in the following publications: 
Graphularia bisulcata ŞURARU, 1977; Rhyncholites voitestii 
ŞURARU, 1963; Rotularia spirulaea div. var. ŞURARU & 
ŞURARU, 1966; Clypeaster (Palaeanthus) transylvanicus 
ŞURARU, GABOS & ŞURARU, 1967; Reptomulticava 
napocensis GHIURCĂ & ŞURARU, 1986; Cadurcodon 
zimborensis CODREA & ŞURARU, 1988. 
The scientific merits of Professor Şuraru were also 
acknowledged by his membership in several professional 
associations: the Society of Geological Sciences of Romania, 
the National Society for Soil Science, the German 
Paleontological Society (Frankfurt), and the ”Paratethys” 
workgroup of the Mediterranean Committee for Neogene 
Stratigraphy (Vienna). 
This brief review provides an insight into the activity of our 
former professor, but it does not shed light on some of his main 
personal traits. Professor Şuraru was an example of hard work, 
passion, and fairness. He had such a pronounced sense of duty 
that those who tried to elude building a strong professional 
background felt ashamed in his presence. Having been raised in 
a strong German atmosphere (the spirit of the Braşov area), 
these personal traits were further amplified by his marriage to 
Maria, of German descent, a former professor of vertebrate 
paleontology at the University of Cluj.  Professor Şuraru has 
devoted all his energy to provide the best training for students 
in the fields of paleontology and micropaleontology. His 
passion for scientific knowledge was inspiring and many of 
those who followed his path owe a part of their passion for 
knowledge to Professor Şuraru. He generously, but also 
strenuously trained us, taught us the sense of duty, and inspired 
us with his passion. Personally, I owe him immensely, as far as 
my formation as geologist and professor of the “Babeş-Bolyai” 
University are concerned. 
We will always preserve a fond memory to our former 
professor and mentor. 
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